THE PSYCHO-ANALYSIS OF CHILDREN

inside her and be a counter-weight to her belief in the 'bad5 penis
there, she will often grow more firmly entrenched in her masochistic
attitude and the 'sadistic father' may even become an actual
condition of love for her; or his behaviour to her may increase
her feelings of hatred and anxiety against his penis and impel her
to abandon the feminine role or to become frigid.

Actually, whether the outcome of her development is to be
favourable or unfavourable will depend upon the interaction of a
whole number of external factors. Her father's attitude to her is
not the only thing which helps to decide what type of person she will
fall in love with. It is not only a question, say, of whether he
favours or neglects her too much in comparison with her mother or
her sisters, but of his direct relations with them. How far she will be
able to maintain her feminine position and in that position evolve a
wish for a kindly father-imago also depends very greatly upon her
sense of guilt towards her mother and thus upon the nature of the
relations between her mother and father.1 Furthermore, certain
events, such as the illness or death of one of her parents or of a
brother or sister, can assist in strengthening in her either the one
sexual position or the other, according to the way in which they
affect her sense of guilt.

Another thing which plays a very important part in the develop-
ment of the child is the presence in its early life of a person, besides
its father or mother, whom it looks upon as a 'helping' figure and
who gives it support in the external world against its phantastic
fears. In dividing its mother into a 'good' mother and a 'bad' one
and its father into a 'good' father and a 'bad' one, it attaches the
hatred it feels for its object to the 'bad' one or turns away from it,
while it directs its restorative trends to its 'good' mother and 'good'
father and, in phantasy, makes good towards them the damage it
has done its parent-imagos in its sadistic phantasies.2 But if, because
its anxiety is too great or for realistic reasons, its Oedipus objects
have not become good imagos, other persons, such as a kindly
nurse, brother or sister, a grandparent or an aunt or uncle can, in
certain circumstances, take over the role of the 'good' mother or

1 Since the way in which each child will receive the impressions of reality
is already largely determined by his or her early anxiety-situations, the same
events will have different effects on different children. But there can be no
doubt that the existence of happy and harmonious relations between their
parents and between themselves and their parents is of underlying importance
for their successful sexual development and mental health. Of course, a happy
family life of this kind presupposes in general that the parents are not neurotic;
so that a constitutional factor enters into the situation as well.

2 Gf. Chapter IX.
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